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Editorial Note 
 
The papers in this issue can, broadly speaking, be described as having an ecological or 
landscape ecological flavour or emphasis.  Over the last 25 years landscape ecology as a 
particular area of study has had considerable influence on landscape research, policy and 
practice.  This can be seen in the development of presently popular approaches such as 
green infrastructure planning, the roots of which lie in the concepts of connectivity, multi-
functionality, and an understanding of the need to provide new theory to grapple with the 
complexities and dynamics of landscape.  Such thinking emerged from landscape ecological 
research through authors around the world such as Brandt, Di Castri, Farina, Forman, Golley, 
Hobbs, Liebermann, Naveh, Opdam, Pedroli, Turner, Vejre, Vos, Wiens, Wu, Zonneveld, to 
name a few.    
 
As a cross-disciplinary journal concerned with landscape issues, Landscape Research 
provides an outlet for those who consider themselves ‘hard’ scientists, yet whose interest in 
landscape issues has allowed them to stray into fields that some journals might not consider 
strictly within their subject areas.  Landscape Research welcomes such trans-disciplinary 
thinking; whatever the discipline background, methodology and inspiration, the importance is 
to draw out the relevance to the landscape of the findings of the research. Papers submitted 
with an ecological or landscape ecological focus often deal with applied research and through 
the study of, for example, species behaviour and movement in a particular landscape, they 
provide us with a greater understanding of ecologically-based principles (such as 
connectivity)and their importance to holistic thinking about landscape, its management and 
planning.  Such work not only provides us with the basis for better understanding of the flows 
and processes within the landscape, but also helps those who are interested in the cultural 
landscape or the aesthetics of landscape to appreciate how particular landscape elements 
have developed. 
 
The papers collected in this edition were not commissioned for a themed issue, but are a 
selection from the general run of papers submitted to the journal over the last 18 months. 
They indicate a growing interest in this area of landscape study from a variety of countries; in 
this case China, France, Italy, the Netherlands, Poland and the UK.  While the primary focus 
of the papers may be on ecological issues, the authors have identified the importance of their 
research to the landscape and indeed this is a key area that our referees examine when 
commenting on the suitability of such papers for the journal.   
 
The first paper uses studies from the Monks Wood Natural Nature Reserve in Oxfordshire, 
UK.  Here, Hinsley et al., provide  what our reviewers suggest is a ‘significant addition to the 
field of the landscape ecology of woodland birds’ with evidence of the difficulties of survival for 
specialist species in modern landscapes with highly modified, fragmented and scattered 
habitat patches.  Following this, Walter and Binimelis’ paper examines the green areas of 
Paris and shows how issues of ecosystem management cannot be separated from social 
organisation and policy-making.  Battisti and Amici examine the use of a conceptual 
framework developed from an examination of focal species in the landscapes of central Italy 
for aiding ecological network planning.  Here, as in most European landscapes, human-
induced habitat fragmentation (HIHF) is a key concern in relation to biodiversity conservation 
and management of the changing vegetation patterns in the landscape. 
 
The policy and social context of ecosystems are critical to consider and even the best 
informed ecological planning can be hindered by the different interpretations given to 
concepts such as ecological networks as indicated by Buenen and Hagens’s paper.  This is 
based on research in the Netherlands.  
 
In a very different context in the urban landscapes of Guangzhou, south China, Jim and Chen 
show the influence of planning and management on species richness.  This time the focus is 
on plant species within the management of green spaces.  In view of the sparcity of 
internationally available research on such topics, this paper is particularly welcome.  It also 
shows how concepts which link ecological approaches with human needs such as ecosystem 
services and sustainable development are permeating landscape research thinking around 
the globe.   
 The need for better understanding of landscape ecological principles and their use in 
conserving and managing the natural resources of the landscape is a theme that runs 
throughout these papers. The final paper in this edition is by Orczweska, based on studies in 
Poland.  It provides a case for the examination of historic maps as the basis for the 
understanding, not only of cultural change related to landscape management and land use, 
but of ecological change in human-dominated landscapes.   
 
 
 
 
